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In Haidrabad the industry is still an important one, as
it commands an extensive sale owing to the practice
prevalent in the State of presenting a set of JBridi-ware
to the bridgroom at the time of marriage. " No dowry
is considered complete, among the better class of Maho*
medans, inless a complete set of Z^r/ware, from bed-
legs to a spittoon, is included. The high prices often
render it necessary for the father of a family to begin his
collection years before his daughter is marriageable.1'
Brass and copper vessels are usually used in India for
Brass and copper   domestic purposes instead of porcelain,
manufactures.         glass, and silver ware.    Brass   consists
of copper and zinc, but a kind of bell-metal having
copper and tin for its component parts called Phul in
Upper India and Kansa in Bengal, is also largely em-
ployed in the manufacture of plates, cups,, and drinking
vessels. Ordinary domestic utensils are not decorated,
as in consonance with the Hindu idea of purity, these
are required to be scrubbed with earth or sand before
being washed each time they are used. Hindus gene-
rally use brass vessels for ordinary purposes ; Mahorae-
dans prefer tinned copper. Brass, copper, or bellmetal
manufactures may be classed as sacrificial utensils,
cooking utensils, plates, cups, drinking vessels, and mis-
^cellaneous articles.
Sacrificial vessels differ in different parts of the
country, not only in shape, but in the metals of which
they are made. On the Bengal side, they are generally
made of copper, while in other parts of India brass is